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This is not how the legislative proc-

ess should work. And with inflation 
rates at a 13-year high, Madam Speak-
er, we simply cannot afford it. 

And while this bill provides unprece-
dented increases for Democrats’ domes-
tic spending priorities, the left has de-
cided to underfund two appropriations 
bills that are required by the Constitu-
tion: Homeland Security and National 
Defense. Worse yet, it reverses decades 
of historically bipartisan pro-life poli-
cies like the Hyde and Weldon amend-
ments which have been bipartisan since 
1976. 

Further, it increases our dependence 
on China. It fails to keep us safe by 
hindering the work of Customs and 
Border Protection, and it abandons an 
all-of-the-above energy strategy. This 
is truly unacceptable. 

Madam Speaker, this minibus needs 
to be sent back to the scrap yard, and 
if not, I urge my colleagues to vote 
‘‘no.’’ 

HONORING CHIEF JOE SIMMONS 
Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise 

today in recognition of the 30-year ca-
reer of one of Virginia’s finest, Bridge-
water Police Chief Joe Simmons. 

Interestingly, this law enforcement 
veteran originally had aspirations of 
being a firefighter, but after being a 
dispatcher, jailer, and then a road dep-
uty in the Rockingham County Sher-
iff’s office, the SWAT team recruited 
him in 1996. By 1997, he joined the elite 
RUSH Drug Task Force, a mix of local 
and State officers, who I was proud to 
work with as an assistant Common-
wealth’s attorney, as well as Federal 
drug agents. 

Simmons brought all this experience 
to the town of Bridgewater in the late 
1990s, eventually rising to chief in 2011. 
Mayor Ted Flory said of Simmons: 
‘‘He’s done an amazing job. . . . The 
model of community policing . . . 
serves the citizens very well.’’ 

Chief Simmons says most police offi-
cers are good people who care about 
the citizens in their community. ‘‘You 
have to have empathy. It’s not us 
against them,’’ Simmons said, ‘‘You 
have to police with an open mind. It’s 
customer service.’’ 

In the end, while Simmons never be-
came the firefighter he once wanted to 
be, he had a successful career in public 
service, risking his life to protect and 
serve his fellow citizens. 

I thank Chief Simmons for his serv-
ice. 

f 

FEDERAL FUNDING FOR 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Ms. UNDERWOOD) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Madam Speaker, 
since day one in Congress, bringing 
Federal resources to help the 14th Dis-
trict of Illinois thrive has been one of 
my top priorities. 

As a new member of the House Ap-
propriations Committee, I am so proud 
of how much we have accomplished in 

just 7 short months. Just last week, I 
was pleased to announce that over $10.5 
million in Federal funding for commu-
nity projects was included in the 
House’s appropriations legislation. 

These projects will improve the qual-
ity of life and economic opportunity in 
northern Illinois. In Joliet, Pingree 
Grove, and Richmond the resources 
will improve water infrastructure to 
give each community a reliable water 
source for years to come. 

In McHenry, the resources will help 
expand access to higher education 
through dual credit programs at 
McHenry County College. 

In Kendall County, the resources will 
help foster youth and their advocates 
by developing a permanent advocacy 
office for CASA of Kendall County. 

These investments are critical, and I 
will continue to work with my col-
leagues in Congress until these re-
sources are seen and felt in our com-
munity. 

f 

HONORING PETE ROBINSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today with a heavy 
heart to remember and honor my 
friend, Pete Robinson, of Columbus, 
Georgia, who passed away on July 1 at 
the age of 66. 

Pete graduated from Emory Univer-
sity and Mercer University School of 
Law. Following graduation, he began 
his career in public service and com-
mitment to improving his community. 
For a decade, beginning in 1985, Pete 
served in the Georgia General Assem-
bly in the House of Representatives 
and Senate. 

In the Georgia Senate, he served as 
Governor Zell Miller’s floor leader for 2 
years and became the only president 
pro tem to be nominated by both Re-
publican and Democratic leaders. 

Pete’s decades of leadership in his 
community and the Georgia General 
Assembly played a significant role in 
making Georgia a better place for all 
who call it home, myself included. 

I am thankful for the immense im-
pact he had in Georgia, and I know his 
legacy will remain. My thoughts and 
prayers are with his family, friends, 
and all who knew him during this most 
difficult time. 

b 1030 

HONORING JESSE CREWS OF CHARLTON COUNTY 
SCHOOL SYSTEM 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and 
honor Jesse Crews of Folkston, Geor-
gia, for his outstanding career with the 
Charlton County school system. 

Jesse has dedicated his life to men-
toring and inspiring the young minds 
of Charlton County. He joined the 
Charlton County school system in 1975 
as an educator and coach. Over the 
past 46 years, Jesse has touched and in-
spired many lives in the Charlton 

County community. He has earned nu-
merous awards and honors for his 36 
years of service as a basketball coach, 
including being named the Region 2A 
Athletic Director of the Year and the 
Class A Athletic Director of the Year. 

Jesse has consistently devoted count-
less hours of his time, talents, and en-
ergy towards the betterment of his 
community. He has dedicated his life 
to educating and mentoring our future 
generation. I thank him for his years of 
service, and I wish him a happy retire-
ment. His irreplaceable presence will 
be missed by all. 

HONORING VICKIE HUDSON ON HER 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and 
honor Vickie Hudson of Savannah, 
Georgia, for her 100th birthday on Au-
gust 2. 

Vickie graduated from Girard High 
School in 1938. Following graduation, 
she moved to Savannah and has been a 
pillar of the community. Vickie 
worked in the accounting department 
at Memorial Hospital in Savannah for 
27 years. During her career in Savan-
nah, she served many offices, including 
president of the Azalea Chapter of the 
American Business Women’s Associa-
tion where she was elected Woman of 
the Year in 1970. 

Vickie was instrumental in forming 
the Savannah Independent Automobile 
Dealers Association Ladies Auxiliary 
and was elected as their first president. 

Above all, she devoted 50 years of 
membership and leadership to the Wes-
ley Oak Methodist Church. Everyone 
who knows Vickie recognizes her giv-
ing heart and love for her community. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to rise 
today to recognize Vicky’s 100th birth-
day and her lifetime of service, wis-
dom, and love. 
REMEMBERING AND HONORING JAMES ‘‘JIMMY’’ 

D. CROSBY, JR. 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, I rise today with a heavy 
heart to remember and honor former 
Garden City Fire Chief, Jimmy Crosby, 
Jr., of Garden City, Georgia, who 
passed away on July 5 at the age of 72. 

Service to his community was an in-
tegral part of Jimmy’s character. In 
addition to his almost five decades of 
service with the Garden City Fire De-
partment, he also worked as a police 
officer and paramedic. Under his lead-
ership as fire chief, Jimmy modernized 
Garden City’s fire department to im-
prove his beloved community. 

His kindness and selflessness ex-
tended to every part of his life, includ-
ing his time with Good Shepherd Lu-
theran Church where he served on the 
church council and was chairman of 
the property committee. 

Everyone who knew Jimmy recog-
nized his giving heart and love for his 
community. I am thankful for the im-
mense impact Jimmy had on the Gar-
den City community, and I know his 
legacy will remain. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his 
family, friends, and all who knew him 
during this most difficult time. 
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WORLD CIVILITY DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. MRVAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MRVAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mr. Chuck Hughes, 
executive director of the Gary Chamber 
of Commerce; and Dr. Gordon Brad-
shaw, chairman of the public policy 
committee, for establishing the World 
Civility Day which was celebrated ear-
lier this month on July 8. 

In 2015, Mr. Hughes and Dr. Bradshaw 
created the Community Civility Counts 
initiative with the Gary Chamber of 
Commerce and established the World 
Civility Day in order to encourage all 
individuals to be more mindful of our 
actions and to bring more under-
standing, more tolerance, and more lis-
tening and empathy into our society. 

I became a public servant in order to 
bring people together and solve prob-
lems, and that only happens when we 
treat each other with respect and civil-
ity. 

I commend Mr. Hughes, Dr. Brad-
shaw, and all of the individuals and or-
ganizations engaged in this initiative 
for their leadership to recognize the 
timely and worthy goals of World Civil-
ity Day. 

f 

BIDEN’S CRIME CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. ROSE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ROSE of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to bring attention 
to the alarming spike in crime hap-
pening across major cities in our Na-
tion. 

Right now American families are 
being forced to face an explosion of vio-
lent crime in their streets and in their 
neighborhoods. After the riots of the 
past year which saw the destruction of 
both public and private property, and 
as we undergo one of the worst crime 
waves in modern history, citizens are 
deservedly concerned about their safe-
ty and well-being. 

One of the essential functions of our 
government is to provide security to 
all citizens. Yet the Biden administra-
tion, after months of refusing to ac-
knowledge the crime wave, finally ad-
dressed it by claiming that crime is 
down. That misleading claim couldn’t 
be further from the truth. Crime is ac-
tually skyrocketing, and it is plaguing 
cities across the Nation. 

Homicides are up 533 percent—yes, 
533 percent—in Portland, 50 percent in 
Minneapolis, 35 percent in Philadel-
phia, and 24 percent in Los Angeles 
compared to the same time in 2020. 

On top of that, ambush-style attacks 
on police officers this year have in-
creased 91 percent compared to this 
time last year. When Democrats defund 
the police, lawlessness is guaranteed to 
follow, complete with more crimes of 
all kinds, including murder. Left un-
checked, such lawlessness will eventu-
ally destroy our Republic. 

So how did a nation of law and order 
become a nation of lawlessness and 
chaos in such a short period of time? 

Make no mistake, the socialist agen-
da of President Biden and far-left 
Democrats in Congress is to blame. 
Radical policies like defunding the po-
lice, abolishing prisons, and elimi-
nating cash bail have contributed to 
the surging crime wave. 

We cannot tolerate vandalism or vio-
lence, and we surely cannot normalize 
a culture of violence by failing to fully 
prosecute those who are working to 
dismantle our cities. Tennesseans can-
not bear much more of Biden’s crime 
crisis. The solution to countering the 
crime wave is clear: we must fund and 
support our law enforcement agencies 
across the country. 

f 

WORLD CIVILITY DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MRVAN). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON 
LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Indiana for 
his reminding us of the World Civility 
Day and its importance. I rise today in 
the spirit of civility, facts, and bring-
ing people together. 

First of all, we are all saddened by 
the surge of crime across America, and 
we are working with our communities, 
those who intervene, and those who are 
responding to the issues of depredation 
and danger that permeates many of our 
communities and many of our young 
people. 

I believe it is important to ensure 
that the excessive amount of guns that 
are trafficked illegally are taken off 
the street. Soon in my community we 
will hold a gun buyback with the Hous-
ton Police Department because they 
are working with the community. 

So I think it is important to state 
the fact that the Obama administra-
tion, President Joe Biden, and Vice 
President KAMALA HARRIS are strong 
advocates and have invested much to 
ensure that crime goes down. We know 
that it is a mixture of the toxicity of 
the COVID–19 pandemic, poverty, and, 
of course, those who are inclined to do 
the crime. 

With that in mind, it is very impor-
tant to factually make the point that 
there is nothing in the Biden adminis-
tration’s agenda or its funding pack-
ages or those of Democrats that deal 
with the defunding of police. We are re-
imagining and working with our com-
munities collectively. As we say: Po-
lice community relations will improve 
and continue to improve, one, the find-
ing of those who perpetrate the crime 
for them to be brought to justice fairly 
because crime does not look to the 
color of one’s skin. It is without dis-
crimination and hits all of America. 

So I am very proud to have been an 
original cosponsor and lead on the Vic-
tims of Crime Act that was signed by 
the President last week that ensured 
that our communities will now have a 

victims fund that our States will be 
able to deal with. 

I encourage my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to go home and inter-
act with the victims of crime. Show 
them that you care and work with your 
communities so that they are com-
pensated in the full. 

Let me also indicate that it is appro-
priate for us to move on H.R. 40. An 
enormity of Members of Congress have 
sponsored the commission to study 
slavery and develop reparation pro-
posals. In civility, this would give us 
an opportunity to have a first federal 
conversation on race for a full discus-
sion and analysis of the economy, po-
litical, psychological, scientific, and 
sociological effects of slavery in the 
United States. 

The legislation makes no judgment 
on how to respond to the slavery of Af-
rican Americans that began its sinful 
roots 401 years ago, but it points us to 
developing a response and a repair to 
deal with what is a continuing stigma 
of institutional racism. Mr. Speaker, 
you cannot ignore the disparities that 
exist in the community, and we cannot 
ignore the opportunity to have that 
discussion. 

I am very grateful for the wide vari-
ety of individuals from the East, the 
West, the North, and the South of vary-
ing political perspectives who have 
supported this, the religious organiza-
tions that have supported this, the so-
cial justice organizations, or just plain 
people who raise their voices—57 per-
cent in a recent poll. 

So let us look forward to repairing, 
being a repair, the repairers. We know 
that our beloved pastor and leader who 
has provided us with the words that he 
is the repairer of the breach, and we 
thank him for that. And we thank all 
those who are willing to have a civil 
discussion to ensure that we can end 
the surge of crime and the scourge of 
crime and as well be able to discuss 
race in a manner of civility in a way 
that we can come together and repair 
it. 

I know that it is the intent of those 
who cosponsored the bill and all of the 
vast supporters across America. It is 
certainly my intent as the lead cospon-
sor after the Honorable John Conyers, 
and I know it is the intent of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus and all those 
who raise their voices for a civil discus-
sion on the question of race. I think 
America is that good and better than 
that to be able to say that we can have 
that civil discussion. As has been said 
in our meetings of the Congressional 
Black Caucus: our power and our mes-
sage. 

f 

DEVASTING DROUGHT AFFECTING 
UTAH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
JACKSON LEE). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Utah (Mr. OWENS) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to take a moment to discuss 
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